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Abstract—The copper-catalyzed conjugate addition of Grignard reagents to enones in the presence of chiral diselenide oxazoline
ligands has been studied and found to provide good yields and useful levels of asymmetric induction. © 2002 Elsevier Science Ltd.
All rights reserved.

Catalytic asymmetric synthesis using organometallic
reagents is one of the most active areas of research in
organic synthesis.1 The enantioselective addition of
organocuprates to enones is an attractive method to
form a C�C bond and simultaneously introduce a new
stereogenic center.2 For this purpose, a variety of chiral
catalysts have been developed. Among them, chiral
sulfur ligands have been recognized to be efficient.3 To
the best of our knowledge, no chiral selenium ligand
has been used so far. Moreover, certain features of
selenium-containing compounds make these reagents
particularly valuable for efficient stereoselective trans-
formations in organic chemistry.4 For example, chiral
selenium reagents can be used for the stereoselective
ring opening of epoxides,5 anti-stereoselectivity and
Markownikoff regioselectivity in the electrophilic selen-
enylation of alkenes,6 for catalyzed stereoselective
hydrosilylation of acetophenone7 and for the addition
of diethylzinc to aldehydes.8 Selenium containing lig-

ands should be especially suitable for ‘soft’ metals like
those of the periodic table Groups 9 and 10.

As part of a broader program to explore the prepara-
tion and use of chiral organochalcogen compounds in
asymmetric catalysis,9 we describe in this article, our
studies on the use of chiral diselenide oxazolines (1 and
2, Scheme 1) as ligands in the enantioselective copper-
catalyzed conjugate addition of Grignard reagents to
enones (Eq. (1)).

The ligands required for this study were prepared as
depicted in Scheme 1. Diselenide derived from valine
(R=i-Pr, 1) was prepared by direct ortho-lithiation10 of
the parent oxazoline, followed by addition of selenium
powder and then oxidation with oxygen to give the
desired diselenide.11 The phenylalanine derivative (R=
benzyl, 2) was prepared in a similar way via organo-
magnesium derivatives3a obtained by reaction of the
parent brominated oxazoline with activated
magnesium.12

Our initial goal in this study was to assess the influence
of our ligands on the rate and enantioselectivity of the
reaction. We therefore examined conjugate addition in
which we employed 5 and 10 mol% of the valine
derived diselenide 1 with 10 mol% copper iodide.

(1)

Scheme 1.
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As our substrates cyclohexenone and i-PrMgCl were
used to determine the effects of solvent and additives
on yield and enantioselectivity of the reaction. Carrying
out the reaction using THF and ether as solvents
without any additive, only a small amount of the
product was observed. We then examined the influence
of HMPA or TMSCl on the reaction and the best
results were obtained when the Grignard reagent was
slowly added at −78°C to a THF solution containing
the catalyst (10 mol%), CuI (10 mol%), the enone, and
2 equiv. of hexamethylphosphoric triamide (HMPA) as
additive.13 Under these conditions, 3-isopropylcyclo-
hexanone was formed in good yield (85%) and accept-
able enantiomeric excess (60% ee) for first generation
Se ligands. However, if the catalyst loading is decreased
to 5 mol%, both the enantioselectivity and yield
decreased (entry 5, Table 1).

Also, the effect of a different substituent at the oxazo-
line ring were studied. We found that the isopropyl
substituted oxazoline ligand provides better enantiose-
lectivity and chemical yield (compare entries 4 and 8,
Table 1). An effect of the halide in the Grignard
reagent was also studied, and in one experiment was
observed that Grignard reagent derived from i-PrCl
gives slightly better results than that from i-PrBr
(entries 4 and 9, Table 1). Furthermore, the behavior of
other copper salts was examined. The reaction was
carried out with CuBr, CuCl and CuCN under the
same experimental conditions and none of them pro-
moted the alkylation reaction more efficiently than CuI.

It should be mentioned that the ligand in the active
catalyst likely does not retain C2-symmetry. The dise-
lenide bond of the C2-ligand is probably cleaved in situ
by i-PrMgCl to result in two corresponding identical

oxazolinylselenides, which form the real catalytically
active ligand.8b However, for synthetic application pur-
poses the diselenides are much easier to obtain and to
handle.

We briefly explored the scope of this reaction and
examined the Grignard addition of isopropyl and butyl
groups to several enones, as shown in Table 2. For
cyclic enones, the enantioselectivities increase as the
ring size increases from cyclopentenone cyclohep-
tenone. We also examined the addition of i-PrMgCl to
the acyclic chalcone, and observed low levels of asym-
metric induction (Table 2).

For the rationalization of the induction process, transi-
tion states similar to those discussed for lithium
cuprates3d,e may be considered in analogy.

In summary, we described in this paper for the first
time the use of oxazoline containing diselenides as
chiral ligands in the enantioselective copper-catalyzed
addition of Grignard reagents to enones. The resulting
1,4-addition products were obtained in good yields. The
enantiomeric excesses were obtained using cyclic enones
as substrates. The levels of asymmetric induction
increased with ring size.

Table 2. 1,4-Addition of Grignard reagents to enones
using diselenide 1 (10 mol%) as catalyst

Table 1. 1,4-Addition of i-PrMgX to cyclohexenone: com-
parison of ligands and influence of solvent and additives

Solvent/additivesa Ligand Yield (%) eeb (%)Entry

THF1 1 11 27
Et2O2 1 0 0

517013 Toluene/HMPA
85 601THF/HMPA4

THF/HMPA 1c5c 25 17
6 THF/TMSCl 1 5 25
7 THF/HMPA/TMSCl 1 30 3

THF/HMPA 28 56 33
THF/HMPA 1 80 569d

a 2 equiv. of each additive with regard to the substrate were used.
b Enantiomeric excesses were determined by chiral GC using (2,6-Me-

3-Pe)-�-cyclodextrin as stationery phase.
c 5 mol% of catalyst were used.
d i-PrMgBr was used instead of i-PrMgCl.
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